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Also, October 7, we will re-
ceive the Peacemaking Of-
fering: This offering promotes 
the peace of Christ by ad-
dressing systems of injustice 
and violence around the 
world: 25% of the total of-
fering supports local ministry; 
mid councils (presbyteries 
and synods) retain an addi-
tional 25% for ministries of 
peace and reconciliation; 
and the remaining 50% is 
used by the Presbyterian 
Mission Agency to advocate 
for peace and justice through 
collaborative projects of ed-
ucation and Christian witness. 
The Peacemaking offering 
puts Christõs love into action. 
It is one tangible way to 
make a difference for the 

gospel of Jesus. 

And October begins our an-
nual stewardship cam-
paign. The theme this year 
will be òHere, I Am, Lord,ó a 
popular response of Godõs 
people, made particularly 
famous both by the prophet 
Isaiah and the beloved hymn 
with the same title. In Isaiahõs 
day, God asked who would 
give themselves to the work 
of God. Legitimate reasons 
abound, to be sure, for say-
ing no, and Isaiah concocted 
a few excuses of his own: Iõm 
angry. Iõm too unforgiving. 
Iõm unworthy. I cuss too much. 
I hang out with the wrong 
crowd. Or church people 
really arenõt my kind of 
crowd. These are actual rea-

sons Isaiah cited. 

With the advent of October 
so also is our 178th church 
anniversary month. The church 
of Jesus Christ exists by the 
grace of God; and our 
church is no exception. We 
are a recipient people of 
Godõs grace. Several activi-
ties are taking place this 
month, none which would be 
possible without your partici-
pation and involvement. I 
have in mind our Fish-N-
Chips Dinner, October 5. 
With fish or chicken pre-
pared by Tastefully British of 
Kearney, NJ, the meal is a 
great opportunity to meet 
people and get to know peo-
ple better. Your personal 
involvement is key to its suc-
cess. I encourage you to 
meet, eat and participate. It 

will be lots of fun.  

Sunday, October 7, is World 
Communion Sunday. We 
will not only celebrate the 
Holy Sacrament; but also 
hold a brief yet significant 
congregational meeting to 
elect an elder and a deacon 
and the Nominating Ministry 
for 2019. Experiencing Christ 
through service to Christ is a 
glorious thing and always to 

the glory of God.  
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God didnõt let Isaiah off the 
hook, and honestly, God 
doesnõt let us off the hook 
either. God gave Isaiah the 
ôhot coalõ treatment, which 
apparently involved the un-
pleasant experience of a 
few fiery coals being 
dropped on his tongue, re-
sulting in Isaiahõs realization: 
God doesnõt take ônoõ for an 
answer. The outcome was his 
four heartfelt words: òHere, I 

am, Lord.ó  

Here, I Am, Lord. I will refrain 
from saying more for now. 
But I will say this. When we 
gather October 21, our 178th 
Church Anniversary Sun-
day, our continuation as a 
congregation hinges on 
whether we individually and 
corporately take these four 
simple words to heart. Itõs 
that simple, really. Here, I 
am, Lord ñ we may not start 
a new religion or a new 
movement. And yet, when we 
offer ourselves to be used by 
God, God uses our gifts, our 
personal involvement, and 
participation to make a dif-
ference for Godõs glory in 
the work and witness of 

Christ in the church.  

The results are nothing less 

than spectacular.  

See you in worship, 

Pastor David 

    ound  
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Session News 

Excerpts from the Session 
meeting held on Septem-
ber 20, 2018. Session ap-
proved the following re-

quests and recommendations: 

1) On September 7, 2018, 
a request from Bruce 
Leal, Principal of Blair-
stown Elementary School, 
for permission to use the 
Sanctuary at 1 Main 
Street, and the Outreach 
Center at 35 Main 
Street for educational 
purposes until their mold 

crisis is remediated. 

2) The use of the Outreach 
Center during the 2018ð
2019 school year by the 

following groups: 

a) Out of Our Shells 4-H 
Club: First and last 
Friday of the month 

4:30ð6:30PM 

b) Girl Scout Troop 
94215: First and 
fourth Saturday of 
the month 9:00ð

11:00 AM 

c) Girl Scout Troop 
96213: Second and 

fourth Tuesday of the 

month 6:00ð7:30 PM 

d) Girl Scout Troop 
95042: Third Friday 
of the month 6:00ð

7:30 PM 

3) The use of the church 
yard and Fellowship Hall 
by the Blairstown Historic 
Preservation Committee 
for a Walking Tour of 
Main St. Saturday, Sep-

tember 29, 2018. 

4) The use of the Outreach 
Center on Wednesday, 
November 7 from 12:00
ð4:00 PM by Blairstown 

Womenõs Club members.  

5) The use of the 3 Douglas 
St parking lot on Novem-
ber 24, 2018 by the 
Greater Blairstown Busi-
ness Association for Jin-

gle on Main. 

6) The use of the Sanctuary 
on Saturday and Sunday 
afternoons December 8 
and 9, 2018 by the 

Water Gap Singers. 

7) The wedding of David 
Burke and Chelsea 

Spagnolo in the Sanctu-
ary on November 23, 
2019. Pastor David Har-

vey to officiate. 

8) Betsey Peterson to assist 
Pastor Harvey in teach-
ing the 2018ð2019 

Confirmation Class. 

9) A recommendation from 
the Stewardship and 
Finance Ministry to hold 
an Apple Strudel fund-

raiser this Fall. 

10) A recommendation from 
the Stewardship and 
Finance Ministry to pay 
Fuel Rite $14,269.78 for 
the 2018ð2019 pre-pay 
of 6,500 gals of fuel oil 

at $2.50/gal. 

11) The removal of the large 
tree on the Bridge St. 
side of the Sanctuary by 
Hawk Mountain Tree 
Service at a cost of 
$1,650.00 including 

stump grinding. 

Respectfully Submitted by, 

Deborah Albrecht 

Clerk of Session 

Deacon & Food Pantry Notes  

for the Thanksgiving boxes 
took place. We are planning 
for 25 boxes from each 

Church.  

Hereõs our wish list: 

Ý Canned yams  (30 oz) 

Ý Applesauce jars (16 oz) 

Ý Peaches  

Ý Stuffing 

Ý Cranberry sauce 

Ý Turkey gravy 

The last two years when 
Food Pantry day and the 
town-wide Yard Sale fell on 
th e  sam e  Sa tu rday ,  
attendance was very low (21
ð25) families. Besides baked 
goods from Panera, we had 
fresh corn from Raceõs. 
Again, our shelves are pretty 
empty. But as always, we will 
be fine next month, because 
we have a generous 
congregation and community.   
Thank you to all who already 
shared the great Acme 
brand vegetables sales with 

us!  

The organizational meeting 
with all four food pantries 

I hope everybody will have 
a great fall (once the rains 

stop). 

Thank you, 

Erika Wulster, 
Food Pantry Coordinator 

 

Servant leadership 

From Christõs perspective, a 

true leader is a servant, com-

mitted to the success of each 

individual in the group. Jesus 

did not criticize his disciplesõ 

desire to lead; he just showed 

them how to do it by washing 

their feet. ... The essence of 

spiritual leadership, therefore, 

is following Jesus and serving 

people. People rebel against 

controlling leaders, but it is 

impossible to rebel against a 

servant.  

 

~Geoff Gorsuch, Brothers!  

Calling Men Into  

Vital Relationships 
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Every month I write an article 
to hopefully encourage you 
to become a better steward 
of the church and to use your 
talents, time, and finances.  I 
hope to make you think 
about yourself and what 
makes you tick and how you 
can create a life where your 
faith and everyday life 
weave together like a fine 

piece of silk.   

When I look out into the con-
gregation, I see many who 
use their talents and time to 
work with the church to help 
others.  Some only use their 
finances, while others have 
time that they give and still 
others donate their talents.  
Some even develop talents 
that they never knew they 
had, such as making 

òstrudel.ó  

Let me tell you about some-
one who uses her faith to 
help others on a daily basis.  
I met Carol McLain when I 
started coming to church 
about six years ago.  She 
currently teaches Sunday 

School, is the co-moderator 
for Presbyterian Women, 

and is an Elder.   

Carol was born in Flushing, 
New York but grew up in the 
Radburn section of Fair Lawn, 
NJ. While in Fair Lawn, she 
attended the Church in Rad-
burn, which was non-
denominational.  She gradu-
ated from the University of 
Delaware and met her hus-
band Jim while working at 
Scott Foresman.  He was the 
other girlõs date on a double 
date!  After marriage, they 
moved to Ridgewood NJ and 
joined the West Side Presby-
terian Church, until their next 
move brought them to Metu-
chen NJ where they were 
members of the First Presby-
terian Church of Metuchen.  
While members of the church 
in Metuchen, Carol taught 
Sunday School, was a Dea-
con and member of Session, 
as well as being Secretary 
and Moderator.  For over 
thirty years, she was an ac-

tive member of her church. 

In 1998, Carol and Jim 
moved to Hope, and joined 
our church.  Since then, she 
has run the Food Pantry, 
taught Sunday School, been 
on Session for nine years, 
been a Deacon for six years 
and said òYes!ó to any and 

almost all requests. 

Think about that for a mo-
ment.  Is your life as full as 
hers?  Does she make you 
want to pick up the pieces of 
your faith and weave them 
together?  I know that she 
makes me a better person. 
When I asked Carol what 
drives her to give so freely 
of her time, she very quietly 
said her philosophy is òHere I 

am Lord.ó  

òHere I am Lord. Is it I, Lord? 

I have heard you calling 

 in the night 

I will go, Lord, if you lead me 
I will hold your people in my 

heart...ó 

Gail Weber, Chair 

Christian Education / Worship & Music Ministry 

Rally Day was held on Sep-
tember 9 with breakfast in 

Fellowship Hall followed by  

Worship in the Sanctuary.  
This popular Service was well 
attended and afforded fami-
lies an opportunity to sign up 
for the Nursery, Children & 

Worship, and Faith Works. 

Owen Walsh, Carissa and 
Angelina Plut, and Katelyn 
and Kelly McElroy spoke 
about their Mission and 
Camp Johnsonburg experi-

ences.   

The following teachers were 

installed: 

Nursery: Emily Arena, Steph-

anie Burke, and Carol Frank;  

Children & Worship: Lisa Bes-

ser and Joan Cameron;  

Faith Works: Deb Albrecht, 
Shannon Haebler, Jen 
McElroy, and Andrea Walsh. 
October 21 will be a Family 
Sunday with children attend-

ing church with their parents. 

Choir Recognition for our 
outstanding group was held 

on September 16. 

Confirmation Class will 
begin sometime in November.  
Please see Pastor Harvey if 
your child has not signed up. 
Fall activities are being 

planned.   

Youth Group, under the di-
rection of Brian and Andrea 
Walsh had a barbeque at 
the Haeblerõs home to mark 
the end of summer and be-
ginning of fall activities. All 
children are part of the 

group. Many will be assisting 
at the Fish and Chips Dinner 

on October 5. 

DLP/Sound Techs: see Sandy 
Crisafulli if you are interest-
ed in helping. Bill Olivier and 
Zach Burke have volunteered 
but more volunteers are al-

ways welcome. 

Adult Bible Study continues 
to go well on Tuesday morn-
ings.  Pastor Dave is willing 
to do an evening study if 

people are interested. 

The first run movie Paul, 
Apostle of Christ and dinner  
took place Sunday, Septem-

ber 23. 

Sandy Crisafulli,  

Music and Worship chair 

Carol McLain,  

Mark Your Calendars  

Fish & Chips DinnerðOct. 5 

Apple ñStrudelò Orders 

(November) 

 Snowflake Ornaments 

(December) 

More information to follow! 

Classes will begin in 

November.  Please see 

Pastor Harvey if your 

child has not signed up.  
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Fellowship Events 

Coffee Hour=Fellowship Time  

Each Sunday after worship we enjoy 

each otherõs company and some 

delicious refreshments thanks to Jean 

OõBrien and the Deacons. The 

Membership and Fellowship Ministry 

will be taking responsibility for supplying Coffee Hour in 

the future so that the Deacons can attend to their many 

other responsibilities. Many of you have brought baked 

goods in the past and that is much appreciated. We hope 

you will continue. If you plan to bring baked goods, we 

ask that you sign -up on the sheet on the Communication 

Table in Fellowship Hall or please contact Jean OõBrien 

(908) 362-8228 by the Thursday before the Sunday you 

plan to bring a baked item so that she can coordinate the 

refreshments . 

 

 

 

 

Save the Date! Potluck Supper and Country Line Dance  

Saturday, Nov. 3 at Camp Johnsonburg  

5:30 PM ð 8:30PM 

 

Save the date for a night of good food and good times as 

we kick up our heels with a professional DJ and Country 

Line Dance instructor at beautiful Camp Johnsonburg. 

This will be a fun for all ageõs event!  

Camp Johnsonburg requires an approximate number of 

attendees in advance, so if you plan to attend, please sign

-up or contact a Membership and Fellowship member by 

October 21.   

There will be a sign -up sheet in Fellowship Hall for 

volunteers to bring a crockpot or casserole dish, salad or 

dessert or you can contact a Membership & Fellowship 

member.  

The suggested donation is $10 per adult; children are 

free.  

 

The event will be held in the Dining Hall  

at Johnsonburg Camp & Retreat Center  

822 Route 519 (Hope Johnsonburg Rd)  

Johnsonburg, NJ 

Membership & Fel lowship Min is t ry  

ñYou shall love your 

neighbor as yourself.ò  

(Mark 12:31) 

Our Ministry seeks ways to 

make all people who come 

to our church feel welcome 

and to promote fellowship 

between members and 

friends of the church. If you 

have an idea or suggestion 

as to how we might do this, 

please let us know! 

The Membership & 
Fellowship Ministry 
Deb Albrecht, Joan 
Cameron, Jean OõBrien 

(Chair), and Frank Wilson 
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At our most recent Presbyterian Women meeting, Darlene 
Tapie joined us to share about her Kenyan Prayer Shawl 

Ministry trip.   

Please join us for a 6:30 PM dinner meeting on Friday, 
Nov. 30 in Fellowship Hall. Church member and administra-

tor, Jennifer Plut, will lead an Advent wreath workshop.  

Presbyter ian Women 

Mission Minis try 


